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Arnold has read the histories to mean that the Carthagin-
ians were on the south side and had their left flank on the
river, while the Bomans had their "back to the sea, in other
words, that their positions were reversed. It is scarcely
probable that the Bomans would purposely cut themselves off
from Canusium. and Venusia* The habit of fighting with
the camp in the rear of an army was all but universal at that
day, and particularly the rule among the Romans; that they
would manoeuvre so as to back up against the enemy's camp
before engaging battle seems inadmissible*

Swinburne tells us that the Aufidus, after having flowed
straight east for some time, makes a sharp elbow towards the
south, and thus describes a very wide semicircle, precisely op-
posite the position where was the Carthaginian camp, and
that it was in this part of the plain that tho principal effort
of the battle occurred, Niebuhr has adopted this theory of
the terrain and position of the rival armies, and Colonel
McDougall, in his admirable volume on Hannibal, has fol-
lowed their statements* The theory of the left bank and tho
northerly and southerly facing of the armies Is without doubt
the best. It accords with the historians' record, and satisfac-
torily elucidates the manoeuvres* But there are some topo-
graphical errors in Swinburne, Niobuhr, and McDougall,
which are apparent to any one who has studied the battle on
the field itself,

The general course of the Aufidus between, Oanusium and
Canna) is exactly northeast The river in full of windings;
but there is not now, nor is there any appearance of there
ever having been, a southerly bend of the river two or throe
miles wide* Standing to-day on the slight elevation, crowned
by several hillocks which hide the relies of the ancient town
of Cannae, perhaps one hundred and fifty foot above the
nlaan. and looking? out towards the Aufidus, one's eye is atver." where It stood with its rear to the small eumn which
